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    MOUNTAIN VALLEY RIDERS 
Gold Wing Touring Association, Chapter M, Southern Oregon 
      Volume VII, Issue 1                                                                         Janu ary 2012 
 
CHAPTER MEETING: * 
4TH SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
BLACK BEAR DINER – MEDFORD 

·  8:00 No Host Breakfast* 
·  9:00 Meeting 
·  10:00 Ride 

2nd Wednesday: Meet’n’Munch 
3rd Thursday: Business Meeting 
(when needed) 
Last Friday: Movie Night 
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CHAPTER DIRECTOR: 
Dave Norton  

(541) 582-3705 
Website: http://gwta-oregon.org/Chapter_M/main.html. 

 
* Visitors are always welcome no matter whether or what you ride!

Editor’s Note: 
If you are receiving this Newsletter in printed form and an electronic copy would be 
acceptable, please email your new Editor with your email address and let them know.  
Also, note that the photos are much nicer seen on a monitor than they are in print!   
 

 
  MVR Christmas Party, December 3  

By Dave Norton 
Eighteen members and guests attended our annual Christmas Party this year.  We dined again 
at the Rogue Regency Inn in Medford.  With a choice of entrées we had an enjoyable meal with 
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lots of bench racing, catching up with old friends, and sharing concerns and hopes for the 
Chapter next year.  As the dessert plates were cleared away and the coffee finished, we moved 
on to the Chinese gift exchange.   As the incoming Chapter Director I was given the first shot 
(making me the only one not to have the chance of stealing someone else’s gift…but I’m over 
that now…) at the brightly wrapped presents.  It’s just as well, as I like my chosen gift very 
much, thank you! 
 
The gifts were many and varied, the most popular (and most evident) were in the forms of liquid 
libations of various sorts (did we ever figure out whether the bottle with the interesting 
decorations inside was potable?) and Christmas decorations.  They said bring something you’d 
like to have yourself, which I did, but I’m apparently the only one there who could use an extra 
set of Crescent wrenches.  But I’m over that now. 
 
At evening’s end I was encouraged to say a few words regarding my thoughts for improving 
things next year.  Well, since it was extemporaneous (meaning I didn’t know what to say so I 
just said it) I have no idea what I did say.  But, I’m over that now.  You just had to be there, I 
guess.  You’ll just have to settle for my musings in Director’s Corner elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 

 

       
 

      
 
 
 

Mountain Valley Riders General Meeting Minutes, Dec ember 25 
Note: no General Meeting was held in December due to proximity of Christmas. 
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Rogue Valley Toy Run, December 3 
By Dave Norton 

 
A reported 300 motorcycles braved the cold 
temperatures to meet at the Motorcycle 
Superstore in Medford for the 31st Annual 
Rogue Valley Toy Run.   

 
 

The coffee and donut table was very 
popular as we all warmed up in the sub-
freezing temperature.  The sun popped out 
for a few minutes, then ran and hid for the 
rest of the day.  34° seemed to be the high 
for the day.  Once our toes unfroze and our 
fingers limbered we roamed around and 
visited.  The store was open, and there 
were lots of lookie-loos inside (where it was 
warm).  They don’t stock face shields for 
Arai helmets, by the way. 

 
I saw Coy Collins directing traffic, Charlie (I 
think…) and Karen Garcia.  I didn’t learn 
until later that Nick Garcia had been injured 
in a bike accident while helping with the 
Missing In America Project ride the day 
before.  I was glad to see Kent Bosgeiter 
back on the Toy Run this year.  

 
He and Bonnie were on the ride last year, 
with huge stuffed animals and toys all over 
their bikes.  Bonnie was fatally injured 
earlier this year on her CanAm Spyder.  
Kent continued the tradition of piling on the 
toys, to the point that one of the larger 
animals had to find a ride with someone 
else. 
 
At noon we all motored off into the freezing 
fog headed for the Eagle’s Club on Table 
Rock.   



4 
 

The frost looked like snow on the ground 
and in the trees in some areas.  Some said 
this was due to Medford Airport seeding the 
fog to clear the airspace around the 
runways.  Apparently Medford is one of two 
major airports in the country still using this 
technique.   Some good hot chilly dogs and 
more coffee greeted us at Eagle’s Club 
where we deposited the hundreds of toys 
donated for needy kids in the Rogue Valley. 
 
It is encouraging to see so many bikers 
willing to endure (or, as in my case, dress 
for) the winter weather.  I must admit, it’s a 
whole lot less stressful riding on wet or icy 
roads with that third wheel keeping things 
upright!  It was good training for the Polar 
Bear Run coming up on January first. 

 
 

 
 

 
Director’s Corner 
By Dave Norton�
 

Well folks, thanks for hanging in there for another year with Mountain Valley Riders.  It is my 
hope and my intent to help guide Chapter M into a better year in 2012: increased membership, 
fewer meetings and more rides, less stress and more FUN.  Let me address these items 
directly: 
 
Increased membership : trying to increase membership is like trying to make friends.  The best 
way to make a friend is to be a friend.  The best way to attract more members is to be more 
attractive to prospective members.  I plan to do that through these four means: 
 
Fewer meetings : I hope to reduce the need for business meetings by concentrating on the 
activities the members really want to do.  I believe riding, eating, and socializing covers 90% of 
it.  Throw in some safety training and we’re about there. 
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Less stress:  I encourage my staff to read the job descriptions in the TA Way, accept that much 
or most of what is presented there is simply not appropriate for a chapter in our situation.  Put 
“the book” away and do what is necessary to achieve what the Chapter needs done:  
The Secretary takes notes and maintains the chapter roster.  The Treasurer writes checks and 
keeps the books up to date. Sunshine sends cards to members when appropriate.  Safety 
gathers and presents safety-related items and activities of interest to the members.  Activities 
works with others to plan what the members decide they want to participate in. Newsletter 
collects prepares and distributes info including next month’s calendar.  Ride Coordinator and 
Leader suggest and plan the kind of rides the members choose to participate in.  Assistant CD 
offers suggestions and does what the CD can’t, and the CD deals with State, Regional and 
National and sees to it that the staff is truly following the direction in which the members choose 
to go.  
 
More FUN:  I’d like the members input on their ideas to make our general meetings and rides 
more enjoyable, beginning with having some form of activity following each general meeting, 
even in the winter.  I’ll work with Activities in gathering members views on this, and suggesting 
some possible ideas to add to a list I’m working on: tours of interesting places (chopper shops, 
Harry & David, Brammo, Pholia Farms, Umpqua Dairy, the Redwoods…), snacks and visiting at 
different members homes (I’ll start with pies at my place), visiting possible sites for 
Meet’n’Munch, bowling, miniature golf, use your imagination!  In good riding weather, some of 
these same activities can be combined with planned rides.  For social activities my ideas include 
progressive dinners, between-meeting breakfast at members homes (again, I’ll start), Movie 
Night at a theater, Movie Night at members homes, game night (have you discovered Mexican 
Train or Right-Left-Center? When was the last time you played charades?), the list of things we 
haven’t tried yet is endless.  Then there’s a whole set of jaunts aimed at those GoldWing 
TOURING Association members most interested in, well, touring: State, Regional and National 
rallies,  overnighters to the coast, the Redwood, Shasta, the wine country, just pick a direction 
and go!  Would you be attracted to a club that had a regular breakfast meeting and at least one 
of the above activities each month?  I would, and in fact I was, four years ago when I joined.  It 
was FUN then, remember?  It will be again, if we all work at it! 
 
OK, so what do we do?   I call for members and interested guests to attend our first planning 
session  (unfortunately, a meeting needed to get the ball rolling) at 6 PM on Thursday, January 
19 at Donna Riggs’ home at 6060 Rock Way in Central Point.  Bring munchies if you’d like, and 
bring your ideas on how we might improve our Chapter in 2012! 

 
Safety Corner 

From Hal and Tina Lokken 
The Greatest Oxymoron Of All: "I laid down my bike to avoid a crash" 

By: James R. Davis 
I had to take a plane from Houston to New York City today and while I was waiting for my flight 
to depart I struck up a conversation with another passenger who happened to be interested in 
motorcycles.  The man confessed to having had three motorcycle accidents in the past - though 
"I almost avoided one of them", he said. "I dumped my bike in what turned out to be an 
unsuccessful attempt to avoid hitting a truck."  That sounded like three crashes to me, no matter 
how you slice it.   
 
With the sole exception of electing to do a 'low-side' rather than allow a 'high-side' to occur (that 
is, AFTER you have inadvertently locked your rear wheel and cannot keep up with correcting 
the slide), I can think of no good reason to cause an accident in order to avoid an accident. I 



6 
 

mean, if a CRASH is virtually certain to happen then it seems to me that one should do 
everything possible to minimize the severity of that event rather than abandoning the effort and 
settling for a different form of crash. 
 
This man told me that he and his wife hit the ground at 45 MPH about 1 second before they 'T-
boned' the pickup truck that had stopped in the intersection ahead of them. He was convinced 
that the road rash and a couple of 'minor broken bones' they got from the impact with the street 
was far less than what would have happened to them had they hit the truck first. (I'm convinced 
the man didn't have a clue.) 
 
That makes no sense to me at all! If they had been able to stay on their brakes for a full second 
before impact they could have, at a stopping rate of 1 g (32.2 ft/sec^2), scrubbed off almost 22 
MPH before the impact. In other words, they would have hit the car moving at a speed of about 
23 MPH instead of hitting the street at 45 MPH. 
 
When I asked him HOW he dumped his bike his answer sounded a little less than likely: "I stood 
on the rear brake and slid the tire out from under me." While I don't doubt that this is exactly 
what happened, I do doubt that it was deliberate - and, more to the point, I think that action was 
as far from reasonable as it was less than deliberate. 
 
One more time: Locking your rear wheel is an invitation to high-side your bike - it NEVER makes 
sense to aggressively use your rear brake - NEVER! 
 
Dumping a bike is a CRASH. Staying on your brakes until you actually impact something will 
reduce your speed at the point of impact far more than will sliding on the pavement before you 
hit an object - and there is no pain or damage done to you or the bike until you do impact. 
Finally, it should be clear that hitting something at 23 MPH is more survivable than hitting the 
asphalt at 45 MPH before you then hit that something at a speed still greater than 23 MPH. 

 
Member’s News  
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Gold Rush 2012 �

Are you going to Gold Rush? If you are making plans to attend this year you need to act quickly. 
As of Feb. 1, 2012 the rates will go from $25.00 Member Registration fee to $50.00 Registration 
Fee. This is a great opportunity to save a little green. We have so many fun activities planned not 
to mention the great riding available in and around the Lake of the Ozarks. You can find the 
registration Forms in the National website and print off the form or register on line 
http://gwta.org/online_forms/gr_online_form.htm .There will be no exceptions to this so make sure 
you get your registration done before Feb. 1, 2012.�
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Jest fer Fun 
By Dave Norton

Words of Wisdom: 
Y'all kin say whut y'all want 'about the 
South, but y'all usually never heard o' 
nobody retirin' an' movin' North. 
�

 
Thought for the Day: 
I have a hard time deciphering the thin line 
between boredom and hunger. 
 
Quote of the Month:  
A fanatic is a man who won’t change his 
mind and can’t change the subject.  
– Winston Churchill 
 
 
 
 
 

Joke of the Month: 
I passed this on because it worked for me 
today. A Dr. on TV said to have inner peace 
we should always finish things we start & 
we all could use more calm in our lives. I 
looked around my house to find things I'd 
started & hadn't finished, so I finished off a 
bottle of Jameson, a bottle of Crowne, a 
bodle of Muckers Mark, a butle of wum, tha 
mainder of Valiuminun scriptins, an a box a 
chocletz. Yu haf no idr how fablus I feel rite 
now. Sned this to all who need inner piss. 
An telum u luvum 

 
 
  

 
And now, a word from our sponsors… 
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January 2012 
Mountain Valley Riders  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
The Ward’s 
Anniv 

2 

 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
The  
Collins’ 
Anniv 

6 

 

7 

8 9 10 
B.D. 
JoAnn 
Densmore 
 

11 

 

12 13 
The 
Osborn’s 
Anniv 

14 

 

15 

 

16  
B.D. 
Gene 
Hyrup 

17 
B.D 
Charlie 
Buckner 

18 

 

19 
Business 
meeting at 
Donna’s in 
C.P. 
 

20 

 

21 

22 23 24

 

25  
B.D. 
Richard Ward, 
Bill Erickson 

26 

       

27 
Movie 
night 
(TBD) 

28  
General 
Meeting at 
Black Bear 
in Medford  
 

29 
 

30 31 
 

FEB 1 
 

2  
GROUND 
HOG DAY 

3 

 

4 

5 6 7 
 

8 9 
 

10 11 

 
LET’S RIDE!  


