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Still a bit wet yet… 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY RIDERS 
Gold Wing Touring Assoc., Chapter M, Southern Oregon 

Volume VI, Issue 5                                                                                            May 2011 
 
CHAPTER MEETING: 
4TH SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
BLACK  BEAR DINER – MEDFORD 

 8:00 No Host Breakfast* 

 9:00 Meeting 

 10:00 Ride 

 2nd Wednesday: Meet’n’Munch 

 3rd Thursday: Business Meeting 
(when needed) 

 Last Friday: Movie Night 
CHAPTER DIRECTORS: 
Charlie & Paula Buckner 

(541) 772-4415 or (541) 261-9795 

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Meet’n’Munch  Page 2 
General meeting  Page 2 
Mystery Ride   Page 3 
Director’s Corner  Page 5 
Davie’s List   Page 6 
Member’s News  Page 6 
Safety Corner  Page 6 
Jest fer Fun   Page 7 
A Life in the Days  Page 8 
Other stuff   Page 11 
Calendar   Page 15

Website: http://gwta-
oregon.org/Chapter_M/main.html.  

 

* Visitors are always welcome, 
no matter what you ride! 

Editor’s Note: 
If you are receiving this Newsletter in printed form and an electronic copy would be 
acceptable, please email me with your email address and let me know.  Also, note that 
the photos are much nicer seen on a monitor than they are in print!   
Dave Norton, ddnorton1@msn.com. 

http://gwta-oregon.org/Chapter_M/main.html
http://gwta-oregon.org/Chapter_M/main.html
mailto:ddnorton1@msn.com
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Meet’n’Munch at the Baci’s 
By Charlie Buckner 

 
The April Meet’n’Munch was held at Baci's in Rogue River for this month.  11 members and 1 guest 
attended: Gary and Yvonne, Tim and Diana, Donna (Diana's mother), Nick, Hal and Tina, George and 
Kathy and Paula and I.  We had some lively conversation on a variety of topics all the way from a 
fantastic ride to great time had at a function.  The food was good too.  We discussed some upcoming trips 
and events for the chapter and everyone was saying how much they want the weather to clear and warm 
up so we can get more rides in for the local events.  Even with the small turn out everyone had a good 
time and are looking forward to the next Meet’n’Munch, which will be at the Laughing Clam in Grants 
Pass. It sounds like a good place to go in Old Town Grants Pass.  Until next month, keep the rubber side 
down and ride like the wind, but ride safe, I am looking forward to seeing everyone in Grants Pass. 

 
MVR General Meeting Minutes, March 26, 2011 

By Dave Norton sitting in for Secretary Kathy Woods 
 

The meeting was opened with Charlie Buckner 
leading in the Pledge to the Flag. We were down 
to seven Members and two guests, Don & Judy 
Coons.  Several members were out of town and 
many were enjoying the Easter weekend with 
family.  Hal & Tina were in Eugene to see the 
play “The Wicked”, Kathy & George were with 
family in Red Bluff.  On hand were Don & Judy, 
Dave, Lillian, Charlie & Paula, Gary & Yvonne 
and Gene.   
 

 
 
Charlie told about our recent Mystery Ride [see 
separate story], dodging rain squalls and hail 
and ending up at Hal & Tina’s for a fine meal 
and good time by all. 
  
Charlie called Bea who had said she’d Bea 
there and found she and Mike were recovering 
from being stranded in their out-of-gas truck 
loaded with expensive lumber.  Turns out the 
truck had spent the night at the repair shop 
where $150 worth of gas had been siphoned out 

of the tank. When her story made its way around 
the room Gary shared a similar experience he 
and Yvonne had on a trip years ago.  They had 
spent the night in their motor home and heard a 
noise at 3 AM.  When Gary went out he found a 
gas can with a siphon hose leading into the 
motor home’s tank…the grey-water tank!  We all 
hoped the culprit got a good mouthful before 
fleeing the scene! 
 
There was discussion of conflicting dates on 
June 4

th
, with the State sponsored trip to 

Sawdust Theater, Gold Dust Days in Gold Hill 
and the D&S Spit Shine.  (Some wag suggested 
Dave’s Shrike might have a chance at a trophy 
since Tina’s Harley trike, which beat the Shrike 
out the last two years, will be at the Sawdust.)  
The discussion was becoming heated and not 
appropriate for a general meeting so we moved 
on to other matters. 
 
 
Lillian had made up a nice Easter basket to 
auction off during meetings.  Paula started the 
bidding, and at the end of the day Don won the 
prize.  During the bidding he told Judy that if he 
won he’d give it to the first kid he sees.  Sure 
enough, as I was leaving the restaurant shortly 
after Don and Judy I passed a table with a very 
excited and happy youngster clutching the 
basket and looking like he’d just won $10,000 or 
a new motorcycle!  
 
May birthdays are Mike Hansen on the 13

th
, 

Dorothy Hyrup on the 18
th
 and Bea Downs on 

the 19
th
. 

 Dave talked briefly about the UBSO (United 
Bikers of Southern Oregon), the local chapter of 
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which meets monthly in Rogue River at the VFW 
Hall. The UBSO exists to help local motorcycle 
clubs by sharing info of interest to all bikers and 
publishing a master event calendar to help 
minimize date conflicts.  They would like to 
impose a $5/month donation on participating 

groups to cover costs.  The idea was well 
received and Dave will vote in favor at the next 
UBSO meeting, representing MVR.  MVR will 
also present UBSO a check for $25 at their 
Spaghetti Feed as previously agreed. 

 
Coming Events: 
May:  
7: Bikers Have Heart Yahtzee Run, registration opens at 9 AM.  See more info below. 
11: Meet’n’Munch at the Laughing Clam in GP, 6 PM. 
21: Third annual Jack Woods Memorial Ride.  We’ll leave the Valley of the Rogue State Park at 11 AM 
and end up at the UBSO Spaghetti Feed at the VFW Hall in Rogue River [see attached flyer]. 
27: Movie Night at 6060 Rock Way in Central Point, Diana’s Mom’s.  We discussed what movies we might 
view, and decided that each person attending could bring their favorite comedy and we’ll choose at the 
time.  Charlie mentioned “It’s a Mad Mad Mad Mad Mad Mad World”, a 50-year old classic with everyone 
that was anyone in Hollywood at the time.  
27-30: Azalea Festival at Brookings.   
28: General meeting at Black Bear Diner (8 AM breakfast, 9 AM meeting).  Following the meeting, Randy 
will lead a ride out Elderberry Flat to Galesville. 
29: Azalea Festival Car Show. Several of us have done this one in the past.  A nice (dry???) ride to the 
coast, some good chow, and a fine bunch of cars and bikes. 
June: 
4: Sawdust Theater at Coquille; Gold Dust Days, parade and car show in Gold Hill; D&S Harley Spit 
Shine ride-in bike show.  Something for everyone. 
5: Women in the Wind Corset Cruise ride for breast cancer (gals only). 
8: Meet’n’Munch 6PM at La Burrita. 
16: Business meeting 6 PM at Charlie’s, 1708 Lillian St, Medford.  All members invited, bring finger food. 
18: Ride to Crescent City for lunch.  Meet at Dutch Bro in Central Point at 9 AM, KSU (kickstands up) at 
9:30.  Pick up GP folks at Dairy Queen at 10 AM and off to the coast. 
24-26: Lighthouse Run Coos Bay. 
26: Rooster Crow and car show in Rogue River. 
30-7/3: GWTA Washington State Rally. 
 
In the absence of Bea and with so few members present there was no 50/50 drawing. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Dave Norton 

 
Mystery Ride 

By Dave Norton 
 
Eight bikes, two trikes, three cars and 27 
members and guests gathered in light rain and 
threatening skies at the Pear Tree in Phoenix for 
our third annual Mystery Ride. 
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It was a fine site to see all the shiny machinery 
that had been cooped up all winter back out on 
the road.  Charlie and Hal had three stops lined 
up, taking us through Medford, Jacksonville, 
Rogue Rive, Wimer and White City.  Most of the 
route was cool but dry:  
 

 
 
but the stop at the Valley of the Rogue got a bit 
dampish:  
 

 

 

 
 
We stopped in at Dave & Ellie’s BillyGoat 
Mountain Ranch to visit the goat kids (all 39!) 
and puppies: 

  
We finished at Hal and Tina’s in White City for a 
luncheon celebration of the start of the riding 
season.  We dodged the bullet (mostly), 
avoiding all but a few showers along the route.  
At the end, we were each asked three questions 
about what we had passed enroute.  Gail and 
Lillian’s friend Bill Burks was the only one to 
correctly guess the first answer (cowboy? What 
cowboy???) and won an extra ticket for the 
50/50 drawing, and a special ticket it was! 
 
Tina and Diana prepared a fine meal of 
spaghetti and meat sauce, two kinds of bread, 
soft drinks and a nice green salad. 
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Dave brought his usual fresh strawberry pies 
(five of them!): 
 

 
 
and three of them disappeared quickly.  The 
other two went as door prizes, to Gary Taylor 
and Karen Garcia. 
 

 
 
Diana stepped in for Bea as our 50/50 peddler.  
At the end of the party, the winning ticket, yes 
that ticket, won Bill Burks $32.50!  
 

 
 
 
We’re all hoping that this will mark the end of the 
rain-every-day weather it seems like we’ve had 
for the past three months.  All the luscious green 
is nice, but let’s warm it up a bit, dry out some, 
and…  

LET’S RIDE! 

 
Director’s Corner 

Directors Corner 
By Charlie Buckner 

 
The month of April is almost gone and the weather SEEMS to being trying to clear and warm a little.  I am 
anticipating good riding weather for the rest of the Spring months, maybe that is wishful dreaming but we 
can always dream.  We had a ride scheduled for Billy Goat Mountain Ranch after the monthly meeting, 
but only had 7 members and 2 guests attend, Dave commented that it being Easter week-end most 
members were busy with family.  I guess I better watch my calendar dates a little closer, overall we had a 
good meeting and you can read all about it in the rest of the newsletter. 
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Now that the storms seem to be subsiding and temperatures are warming an ideal riding time is here, not 
too cold and not scorching HOT, just right for some good day rides, or a ride to lunch somewhere around 
the valley.  Call a friend or another chapter member and take off for a few hours, get to know some of the 
newer members and discover their likes and where they like to ride, it is very interesting to talk to different 
members and know where they have been and what they saw.  Camaraderie and knowing others 
interests is what makes an active and interesting chapter, you may get some ideas for future rides or trips 
that you might take and have fun doing.  When riding with someone that isn't a member ask if they would 
like to join in on one of our rides.  That is how we can get new members to join our chapter and have new 
and fresh ideas.  So as the weather warms, ride and have fun, above all else, BE SAFE. 
 

Davie’s List 
Send me your Rants and Raves concerning local businesses.  Got a favorite spot, or one you’ll never 
repeat?  Here’s your chance to share it with the rest of us! 

Raves: 
American Industrial Door in Central Point.  These guys installed our new metal garage door, 8 ft X 7 ft, 
insulated, with windows, for $425 and did a very clean and tidy job of it.  
Rants: 
Messinger Shoe Repair in Medford.  They did a good job on the half soles for my cowboy boots at $60, 
but communication skills are poor.  It took over three weeks and three phone calls to get them back. 

 

Member’s News 
Gene Hyrup’s granddaughter Kyra Phillips was inducted for membership in the McLoughlin Chapter of 
the National Junior Honor Society.  Yay Kyra!!! 
 
Bob Ogden, our host at our tour of his hot rod fabrication shop last month, had a heart attack a few days 
later and had double bypass surgery.  He is recovering remarkably well and is gradually working his way 
back in his shop. 
 
Gail and Lillian Schroeder got their new home in Central Point!  They’re adding a nice garage (hey guys, 
see the rave above!). 

Safety Corner 
By Hal Lokken, Safety Officer 

QUICK TIPS: General Guidelines for Riding a Motorcycle Safely  
 
Be visible:  
• Remember that motorists often have trouble seeing motorcycles and reacting in time.  
• Make sure your headlight works and is on day and night.  
• Use reflective strips or decals on your clothing and on your motorcycle.  
• Be aware of the blind spots cars and trucks have.  
• Flash your brake light when you are slowing down and before stopping.  
• If a motorist doesn’t see you, don’t be afraid to use your horn.  
  
Dress for safety:  
• Wear a quality helmet and eye protection.  
• Wear bright clothing and a light-colored helmet.  
• Wear leather or other thick, protective clothing.  
• Choose long sleeves and pants, over-the-ankle boots, and gloves.  
• Remember – the only thing between you and the road is your protective gear.  
  
Apply effective mental strategies:  
• Constantly search the road for changing conditions. Use MSF’s Search, Evaluate, Execute strategy 
(SEESM) to increase time and space safety margins.  
• Give yourself space and time to respond to other motorists’ actions.  
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• Give other motorists time and space to respond to you.  
• Use lane positioning to be seen; ride in the part of a lane where you are most visible.  
• Watch for turning vehicles.  
• Signal your next move in advance.  
• Avoid weaving between lanes.  
• Pretend you’re invisible, and ride extra defensively.  
• Don't ride when you are tired or under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.  
• Know and follow the rules of the road, and stick to the speed limit.  
  
Know your bike and how to use it:  
• Get formal training and take refresher courses.  
• Call 800.446.9227 or visit www.msf-usa.org to locate the Motorcycle Safety Foundation hands-on 
RiderCourseSM nearest you.  
• Practice. Develop your riding techniques before going into heavy traffic. Know how to handle your bike 
in conditions such as wet or sandy roads, high winds, and uneven surfaces.  
  
Remember: Give yourself space. People driving cars often just don’t see motorcycles. Even when drivers 
do see you, chances are they’ve never been on a motorcycle and can’t properly judge your speed.  
This information provided courtesy of-- MSF Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
 www.msf-usa.org 

 

Jest fer Fun 
By Dave Norton 

Video of the Month:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTO2s7wyrFs&feature=youtu.be 
Words of Wisdom: I totally take back all those times I didn’t want to nap when I was younger. 
Photo of the Month: Run Forrest, Run! 

  
Food for thought: 
TEN THINGS TO LEARN FROM JAPAN  
   Source: the Internet  
1. THE CALM: Not a single visual of chest-beating or wild grief. Sorrow itself has been 
elevated. 
2. THE DIGNITY: Disciplined queues for water and groceries. Not a rough word or a crude 
gesture. 
3. THE ABILITY: The incredible architects, for instance. Buildings swayed but didn't fall. 
4. THE GRACE: People bought only what they needed for the present, so everybody could get 
something. 
5. THE ORDER: No looting in shops. No honking and no overtaking on the roads. Just understanding. 
6. THE SACRIFICE: Fifty workers stayed back to pump sea water in the N-reactors. How will they ever be 
repaid? 
7. THE TENDERNESS: Restaurants cut prices. An unguarded ATM is left alone. The strong cared for the 

http://www.msf-usa.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTO2s7wyrFs&feature=youtu.be
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weak. 
8. THE TRAINING: The old and the children, everyone knew exactly what to do. And they did 
just that.  
9. THE MEDIA: They showed magnificent restraint in the bulletins. No silly reporters. Only 
calm reportage.  
10. THE CONSCIENCE: When the power went off in a store, people put things back on the shelves 
and left quietly.  
 
And # 11.  I saw a report where a shoe store owner had shoes that got dirty and was giving them away.  
People stood quietly waiting their turn to see if their size was available.  Could you imagine what it would 
have been like here?  Kind of reminds you of how different the folks in New Orleans acted after Katrina. 
 

A Life in the Days of a Biker 
By Dave Norton 

Part 11: Yikes! Shrikes!  
Dave’s motorcycling life (at least on two wheels) 
ended with a tragic crash in last month’s 
segment, and we left him working on an 
alternative… 
Once it became apparent that I could no longer 
accept the risks inherent in motorcycling, I set 
out to design a vehicle that would provide most 
of the appeal of two wheels and a motor with a 
more protective cage for the driver/passenger.  It 
would be street legal, light, small, with good 
performance and excellent handling.  The SCCA 
class H-Modified sports racing car Russ and I 
had built in ’65… 
 

 
Photographer unknown, photo courtesy of Jerry Pacheco 

 
 …was a step towards what I wanted.  It soon 
became apparent that a three-wheeled layout 
had the advantage of eliminating many costly, 
heavy, and design-intensive elements (safety 
glass windshield, wipers, defroster, bumpers 
etc.).  Using a production drivetrain and selected 
components would help also.   
 
An aluminum monocoque structure always 
appealed to me, and I laid out a 1F2R (one front 
wheel, two rear) configuration using Honda Civic 

power:   

  
Image: Dave Norton 

 
I saw something quite similar a few years later at 
the Knott’s Kit Car Show. 
 

 
 

 
Photos: Dave Norton 
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Calculations of CG (center of gravity) location 
and overturning resistance led me to adopt a 
2F1R layout, and by ’80 I had the basics down: 

 
Image: Dave Norton 

 
A paper model with G.I. Joe at the wheel fleshed 
out the concept: 
 

 

 
 
 
An SAE Technical Paper followed, presented in 
’83, with Honda CX-500 power. 
 

 
Image: Dave Norton 
 
The prototype was completed in ’83 using a 
Yamaha 650 Maxim drive package, at a total 
cost of $5,000. 
 

 
 
The first week driving the Shrike from San Diego 
to work in Temecula, I stopped for gas.  An off-
duty CHP officer came by and we chatted for a 
while.  Two weeks later I was running late, doing 
70+ (55 max at the time) when I noted a black 
and white closing FAST one lane over.  That’s it, 
I’m had.  The CHP car pulled along side and 
looked over at me.  The officer reached down for 
his mic, turned on the outside speaker and said 
“Good morning, Dave.”  He had read the name 
on my helmet weeks before!  .  I gave a “Ya got 
me!” shrug.  He said “You’re cool.” and went on 
ahead in search of bad guys.  I moderated my 
velocity after that. 
 
During the years the Shrike was on the road 
without bodywork I was occasionally stopped by 
the local constabulary.  Usually, they were 
merely curious and wanted to check it out up 
close and make sure it was legally registered.  
On two occasions, one a Riverside County 
Sherriff and the other a lady CHP officer, the 
attitude was different.  This was their apparent 
thought process:  
 

1. It has three wheels.  Therefore  
2. It’s unsafe.   
3. It must be illegal.   
4. Let’s get you off the road before you hurt 
somebody. 
 

On both occasions the officer spent at least 10 
minutes trying to find out what it was that did not 
conform to the California Vehicle Code and cite 
me.  Both conversations went something like 
this: 
 
Officer: You realize Mr. Norton that this vehicle 
is illegal. 
Me: Oh?  What is it that’s not legal; I’ll fix it right 
away. 
Officer: For one, it’s too low. 
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Me: The Vehicle Code says no portion of the 
vehicle can be lower than the lowest point of the 
wheel rim, which is 2-3/4”.  Ground clearance is 
3-1/2”. 
Officer: Hmmm.  The headlight is too high. 
Me: Well, the Vehicle Code says a maximum of 
54”.  Mine measures 52-3/4”, we can check it if 
you wish, I have a tape measure. 
Officer: But you can’t have the headlight behind 
the front wheel like that. 
Me: You do realize this is a motorcycle, and 
most motorcycles do have the light behind the 
front wheel. 
Officer: You don’t even have a real windshield or 
wipers! 
Me: Again, this is a motorcycle. 
 
The conversations continued until the officer got 
frustrated.  The lady CHP officer turned on her 
heel, stomped back to her cruiser, got in, 
slammed the door and patched off leaving two 
long black lines following her re-entry to the 
freeway.  The County Sherriff told me he’d 
check the book that night, find out what it was 
that was not in conformance, and that we would 
have this conversation again another day.  We 
never did.  The kicker to all this was that I knew 
something they didn’t.  Neither one noticed the 
lack of front fenders, which are required!  To this 
day the Shrike remains sans front fenders.   
 
There was a related incident many years later 
after our move to Oregon.  A friendly local lady 

police officer stopped me one day.  Her first 
remark was “You know you need front fenders 
on this.”  I figured the jig was up, now I’d finally 
have to add some properly engineered fenders.  
After checking my paperwork she asked if she 
could take a photo of the Shrike to put up “at 
work” so the other officers were aware of the 
car.  Sure.  She did, and then I asked her if she 
would mind taking a photo with my camera of 
the Shrike with her cruiser behind, red lights 
flashing.  She happily took my picture, returned 
my camera, said “Have a nice day” and returned 
to her duties. 
 

Photo by: a nice lady  
 
But I’m getting way ahead of the story.   
To be continued… 
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And now, a word from our sponsors… 
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Coming Soon to a Motorcycle Near You: 

          

  It's Bikers Have Heart Season at D&S Harley! 
 
Each year D&S works with local doctors and the Children’s Miracle Network to find kids in our area 
who need help. Then, you help us raise a bunch of money to show that “Bikers Have Heart.” This 
year we’ve chosen two brothers: Spencer & Brycen Scofield. 
 
Spencer collapsed at school in April 2010, and was diagnosed with a neurological disorder called 
“transverse myelitis.” It has damaged his spinal column and left him partially paralyzed from the chest 
down.   He has had one spinal surgery so far, and will require several more. He is 13. 
 
A few weeks after Spencer collapsed, his younger brother, Brycen, was severely burned in an ATV 
accident while feeding the animals on the family’s ranch in Butte Falls. He was in intensive care for a 
long time, and now has a long road to recovery. He is 10. 
 
Both boys must be treated by specialists at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in Portland, and have 
large travel expenses in addition to the medical bills. 
 

Saturday May 7, 2011, Registration 9:00 am to 11:00 am, D&S Harley-Davidson 
3846 S. Pacific Highway Medford.  $20.00 per hand 

Ride ends at Lava Lanes                            
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Jack Woods Memorial Ride 

              Saturday May 21, 2011 

 

Hosted by Mountain Valley Riders 

 

Meet at the Valley of the Rogue parking lot at 11:00am.  

Kickstands up 11:15 

Ride will be about 50 miles, going through some places that 

Jack loved.  

 

We will end back in Rogue River at the VFW Hall for a $5.00 

per person Spaghetti feed put on by UBSO benefiting the 

ñMissing in America Projectò. They locate unclaimed 

cremains of American Heroes and help them to their final 

resting spot. 

 

There will be raffle prizes, 50/50 tickets for sale and a silent 

auction. 

 

If you didnôt get enough riding in, the USBO will have a ride 

at 3pm, weather permitting. 

 

Jack Woods Memorial Ride patches will be available for 

$3 each. 
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May 2011 
Mountain Valley Riders 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Bikers Have 
Heart 

8 9 
 

10  
UBSO 

Meeting  
@ RR 
VFW 

11 
Meet’n’Munch 
at Laughing 
Clam 

12 

 

13 
Mike 
Hanson 
b-day 

14 

15 16 

 
17 
 

18 
Dorothy Hyrup 
Birthday 

 

19 
Women in 
the Wind, 
Bea Downs 
birthday 

20 21 
Chapter A 
meeting, 
Jack Woods 
ride, Spaghetti 
Feed in RR 

22 
 

23 
Dennis 
Lindquist 
B’day

 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 
Movie 
Nite at 
Diana’s 
mom’s 

28 
MVR General 
Meeting, ride to 
Galesville 
 

29 
Azalea 
Festival 
car show 

30 
EP 
Memorial 
Day 
service 

31 
 

    
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

   

LET’S RIDE! 


