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MOUNTAIN VALLEY RIDERS 
Gold Wing Touring Assoc., Chapter M, Southern Orego n 

Volume VI, Issue 10                                                                                October 2011 
 
CHAPTER MEETING: * 
4TH SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
BLACK  BEAR DINER – MEDFORD 

·  8:00 No Host Breakfast* 
·  9:00 Meeting 
·  10:00 Ride 
·  2nd Wednesday: Meet’n’Munch 
·  3rd Thursday: Business Meeting 

(when needed) 
·  Last Friday: Movie Night 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS: 
Charlie & Paula Buckner  

(541) 772-4415 or (541) 261-9795 
Website: http://gwta-

oregon.org/Chapter_M/main.html. 
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* Visitors are always welcome 
no matter whether or what you 

ride!

Editor’s Note: 
If you are receiving this Newsletter in printed form and an electronic copy would be acceptable, please 
email me with your email address and let me know.  Also, note that the photos are much nicer seen on a 
monitor than they are in  print!   
 
Members, this newsletter is done four your enjoyment.  Everyone likes seeing their name in print.  Send 
me a note on your doings this month!  Dave Norton, Editor, ddnorton1@msn.com. 
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2011 State Gathering, September 2-5 

By Charlie Buckner 
 
The State Gathering (rally) this year was held in Canyonville at the Stanton Park from September 2nd to 
the 5th.  I went up on the 2nd for the set-up and briefing by Bud Saber  the State Director.  We got things 
ready for the onslaught of attendees, however most of the participants were already there and set-up. 
 

Saturday morning found Bud and Ken  at the ready to cook breakfast, you could order your eggs how you 
liked them.  The pancakes were ready and waiting for you as was the sausage, coffee was hot and 
plentiful, all for $5.00, very good breakfast.  I didn't hear too many complaints, especially from the people 
that got up on time.  You snooze you lose. 
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Hal, Tina, Tim and Diana  arrived early Saturday morning so we all went down to the Umpqua Bank 
parking lot to set up for the bike show.  There were several categories, Stock Trike, Custom Trike, Stock 
and Custom 1800, Stock 1500 and Stock Touring and Best in Show.  Bud  from Chapter A got Custom 
Trike and Best in Show, I don't remember who got Stock Trike but it was someone from Chapter A.  
Cordell  from Chapter A took the 1800 class and Tim (on a borrowed 1500) to the 1500 class; that was a 
hard choice, he was the only one. Yours truly took first place in the Stock Touring class; I beat out the 
other Harley that entered.   Tim and Diana  also won awards for the best at the games, one was no hands 
golf and the other was hit the State Director with a water balloon.  Tim was the holder and Diana was the 
shooter, didn't get Bud  but Ken stepped in front of the last balloon, got hit just below the stomach (you 
can guess where), he took one for the State.  

 
 
After all the games and fun we had time to visit with friends and tell stories, along with planning for the 
Sunday rides that would take place.  After another breakfast prepared by Bud and Ken  we all decided 
which ride to go on, Paula headed home because she had been asked to work on Monday.  The weather 
being in the mid 90's encouraged some of the participants to head for an all day ride to the coast and 
back.  There were about 11 of us that opted to go see the Upper Umpqua Falls, since we were that close 
and had not been there before.  It was a nice leisure ride and the high up the mountain we went the 
cooler it got.  We spent some time watching the young people slide down the water with the inner tubes; 
some were brave enough to go down without one.  Back down the mountain with a stop at the Bear 
Market for something cold and an order of Nachos, we saw the sign going up and decided that would be 
good for lunch.   
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Some more visiting with others and then the BBQ dinner arrived, Tri Tip, Ribs, Chicken and Hot Links with 
potato salad or coleslaw.  Monday morning it was donuts and coffee and preparing to go home.  Tim, 
Diana, Hal, Tina  and I opted to head down Hwy 227 into Trail and home.  It was a fun and enjoyable 
week-end with others that like to ride and have fun. 
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MDA Car Show in Smith River, Sept. 3 

By Dave Norton 
I didn’t decide to do this show until the day 
before.  I emailed several folks to see if anyone 
was up to an early trip to the coast. No one was.  
So Shrike and I headed out early on a chilly 
Saturday morning, stopping for a short stack and 
coffee at the Cottage Café in Rogue River on 
the way, with a gas stop in Cave Junction.  
Traffic was moderate on 199 over the 
mountains, and stopped dead at the tunnel.  
They were installing new lighting, with one-way 
traffic only.  Shrike and I still made it to the Show 
by 10 AM.  Our nemesis the Trike-Tor didn’t 
show, so we had a chance at a trophy. Patrick 
and Joann  arrived soon with their snazzy red 
‘Stang.   

 
Mid day a string of familiar bikes rolled in, 
bringing Gail Schroeder, Bob & Pat Anderson, 
Steve & Wanda O’Dell, Gene Hyrup  and their 
friend Ken.    

 
 
We visited and checked the fine gathering of 
show vehicles.  One show-stopper was a Chevy 
pickup with a Kenworth cab and sleeper. 
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Joann  won a raffle prize and we all enjoyed the 
warm-but-not-hot Coast weather.  At trophy time 
I thought I was the only bike in the Modified 
Motorcycle class, and sure enough I won the 
trophy.  There are several members with 
interesting bikes and trikes who are missing 
another avenue of enjoyment by not showing 
their rides in the local shows. 
As the gathering broke up and folks started 
heading out the fog bank rolled in and the temp 
dropped into the 60s and it was very pleasant 
indeed back up 199 through the redwoods.  I 
stopped at the rest area just short of the tunnel, 
which was still one lane, alternating directions.  
When I left the rest area I was first in line for the 
next group through, which gave me a clear road 
for several miles on one of my favorite stretches 
of twisty road.  By Cave Junction it was warm 
again, with clumps of Harleys parked at the 

various watering holes following a city-wide 
celebration of Memorial Day weekend.  Life is 
good! 

 
Meet’n’Munch at Wild River 

September 14 
By Dave Norton 

30+ members of both chapters A & M converged on Wild River Pub in Grants Pass for a fine evening of 
great food and catching up with friends in both chapters.  This may be our best-attended Meet’n’Munch 
yet.  Our absent minded Historian (that would be me) forgot his camera and spent the evening running 
around trying in vain to catch some acceptable photos on his cell phone.  Yeah, right.  Not in this light!   
 
At my end of the table we chatted with Coy and George  and several nice folk from chapter A. Coy talked 
about his recent ride to the Los Angeles area, prompting wide agreement on how fortunate we are to find 
ourselves living here.  Dennis  and Sue are riding back East soon. We wished them a safe trip, with the 
weather turning cold.  As dinner ended and folks headed out for the ride home there were lots of “Ride 
Safe!”s and “See ya next time!”s. This one will be hard to match!  Next one is the 12th at No Hos on 
McAndrews in Medford.  RSVP to Diana by the 10th. 

 
Lemolo Lake Ride 

September 17 
By Dave Norton 

Today’s Chapter M ride was cancelled due to 
Randy’s leaving for Afghanistan, so Gene, Mike  
and I joined Gail Schroeder, Bob & Pat 
Anderson  and buddy Paul  for a ride up to 
Lemolo Lake, which I’d never heard of before.  It 
was a beautiful fall day, right in the sweet spot: 
cool enough in the morning to wear a light jacket 
and not hot enough to need to take it off in the 
afternoon.  We met at Rainey’s Corners, and as 
we were chatting a loooong line of bikers rode 
by, honking and waving at us…it was Chapter A 
out for their after-meeting jaunt.  There must 
have been more than 20 cycles, and it seems 
half of them were trikes! 
 

We made our own way out 62 past the Crater 
Lake cutoff onto 230, stopping for a stretch, 
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Then onto 138, slowing for a herd of cows, past 
Diamond Lake and on to the Lemolo Lake 
Resort.  The “store” there has an excellent grille 
where we spent an enchanting hour visiting with 
owner Scott Lamb and his very well behaved 
dog.  Despite the “Good Food…Reprehencable 
Service” sign (not to mention the atroshus 
spelling)  
 

 
 
the Triple Decker BLT was outstanding.  Scott 
says he made the sign (prices are carved right 
in!) in four hours.  He lives there year-round, and 
says he and the dog get mighty lonely up there 
in the winter, and he truly enjoys visiting with the 
summer folks.  A very nice chap!  We all agreed 
it was a special spot and look forward to a future 
visit.  
 

 

 

 
 
On the way out Scott  insisted we stoop on the 
road over the dam to appreciate the beauty of 
the out flowing river and fish ladder.  He was 
right! 

 
 
I was getting nervous about my fuel supply so 
we decided to stop at Diamond Lake for gas.  
One Premium pump and four regular, so we all 
took a turn.  Mine only took 2.5 gallons, which 
worked out to 48 mpg until I realized I hadn’t 
reset the odometer when I gassed up at 
Rainey’s.  From there we passed the same herd 
of cows, still in the road,  
 

Gene, Bob & Pat  and Paul  headed home while 
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Gail  led Mike and I out Crowfoot Road (a twisty 
little number on which Mike says he almost lost 
it on a gravel patch) to Gail’s  son’s La Brasseur 
Winery   
 

 
 
where I bought another bottle of their excellent 
Riesling.  They were setting up for their monthly 
open house, wine tasting, jam session and Pizza 
feed.   

 
 
The sun was getting low so we headed for 
home.  I needed to pick up some chicken food 
(it’s nice to have room for two 50 pound sacks!) 
so I stopped at the Grange (closed) and Big R 
(score!), then to Costco for one of their broiled 
chickens for dinner (again, closed…arrgh!).  
Arriving home empty-handed (I couldn’t sell Ellie 
on lay pellets and corn scratch for supper) so we 
were off to Bee Gee’s in Rogue River, just in 
time for lasagna and fish & chips.  They flipped 
the Open sign on the way in, and guessed it was 
time to depart when we had to lift our feet so 
they could mop the floor.  
 
All in all, a fine day with friends on a new road to 
new places meeting new folks along the way.    
 
 
 
 

A Long Trip 
By Charlie Buckner 

I knew I would need to go to Colorado to help me Daughter-in-law after her surgery for two weeks.  Well, I 
left on the 15th of September and after driving for two days and 1300 miles I arrived just outside of Canon 
City at my sons.  The next morning I was surprised to see the grass was green and it had been raining 
before I arrived.  The whole time I was there it was sunny and in the upper 80s, the afternoons had a 
slight breeze and setting on the deck watching the dogs run around a chase a ball along with the peace 
and quiet was very relaxing.  I only regret that I could not ride over, it would have been a great experience 
and adventure, but I had too much to take along to load on the bike.  The weather was great all the way 
over, except when I left Wells Nevada on the 16th it had started to rain the night before.  I drove out of it in 
a short distance and the rest of the trip was dry and warm. 
 
While I was in the area I had seen some museums I had wanted to visit, so while my son and daughter-
in-law were at a doctor’s appointment in Colorado Springs I took the opportunity to visit one.  The history 
of Canon City is very interesting and there was a display of phonographs of all different styles and ages.  I 
never knew there had been so many different designs and brands; it was very interesting and 
educational.  I would suggest if you get the chance to visit the area stop in and see some of the 
museums, like the Dinosaurs, the History of the area, the Prison which is the oldest territorial prison.  The 
museums are not the only attraction in the area; the Royal Gorge is the more well known attraction and 
has an area with many attractions.  It is a very interesting and educational experience. 

 

 
September 24 General Meeting

By Dave Norton 
There was a small turnout (seven members, no guests) today due to several Staff members (including our 
CD, Secretary and Newsletter Editor) being out of town.  Remember that the October 22nd general 
meeting will be centered on nominations for Chapter Director for next year, so come join the fun!  Also, 
members are encouraged to attend the Business Meeting on October 20 at Charlie & Paula’s .  Bud 
Saber , State Director, will be on hand to discuss issues inappropriate for discussion at our General 
Meetings.  Dec 3rd is the Christmas Party at Rogue Regency and it will be here before we know it.  Diana 
needs a head count on who will be going.  The cost is $25.00 per person; the dinner will be a buffet.  



9 
 

Please let her know soon!  Next General Meeting will be October 22.  Also, the Meet’n’Munch will be on 
Wednesday Oct. 12 at No Hos on McAndrews in Medford.  Please RSVP to Diana by the 10th.   

 
Movie Night September 29 

By Dave Norton 
Tim, Diana, Paula, Tina, Dave  and Donna  decided on a romantic movie (chick flick) for this month’s 
Movie Night on the big screen at Donna’s home.  Tim and Diana  had just gotten Something Borrowed, 
one none of us had seen yet.  The movie, the popcorn and the conversation were all very good.  
Members and guests are invited to come on along on the last Friday of each month.  Next month will be 
the 28th.  How about October Sky? 

 
Director’s Corner 

By Charlie Buckner 
We are quickly approaching the end of the good riding weather.  We are also coming to the end of the 
year and time to elect a new director to lead the chapter into some more good riding.  October is the time 
to nominate for a new director.  I have enjoyed the past year and being a part of events the chapter has 
participated in.  The ride to Crater Lake, the ride to Crescent City for lunch with chapter A.  The ride to the 
Oregon Caves was quite enjoyable, the State Gathering in Canyonville was an experience that I had not 
participated in before and was fun. 
 
Now is the time to be considering who will be elected to lead the chapter into another year of riding and 
fun.  We have had some ups and downs the past year and that is where it should be, in the past.  So let's 
look forward and get the stability back in the chapter so that it can prosper and grow into the riding and 
fun group it should be.  Come to the meeting in October and place the name of the person into 
consideration for the position of director.  Remember, the most important task of the chapter is to ride and 
have fun with people you enjoy riding with.  Let's all ride and most of all RIDE SAFELY. 
 

 
Davie’s List 

This is the spot for your Rants and Raves concerning local businesses.  Got a favorite spot, or one you’ll 
never repeat?  Here’s your chance to share it with the rest of us!  
 
Rants:  
None this month. 
 
Raves:  
This was Ellie  and my first time at Wild River in Grants Pass , and we left totally impressed with the food 
(hot, fresh and very tasty), the service (our group of 40+ was served promptly and well), and the 
atmosphere (very pleasant, not so noisy you couldn’t converse, and you can watch the kitchen crew work 
their magic with the wood-fired pizza ovens, very impressive!).  Ellie ’s cob salad was perfect, as was my 
Fettuccini Alfredo (the best Ellie ever had!).  We topped it off with coffee (hot and strong), peach pie ala 
mode and a chocolate éclair.  I’m a bit of a pie chef myself, and I’ve never had a better restaurant peach 
pie (listen up, Marie Callender!).  The éclair gathered a crowd of droolers.  It was delicious and so big she 
took half home.  It didn’t make it past Thursday’s breakfast!  The price was commensurate with the 
quality, around $50 for us, and well worth it.  We’ll be back there soon! Dave Norton 
 
Green Springs Inn , about 20 miles east of Ashland on 66 at the cutoff to Howard Prairie Lake: on the 
advice of our insurance agent, Ellie and I  drove out for lunch and were delighted to find this cozy little 
B&B with a very friendly small restaurant.  We dined on the patio amid the tall pines and cool breeze.  We 
just missed breakfast (cutoff is noon) and had a fine lunch of Reuben sandwich (the best, says Ellie ) and 
a bacon cheeseburger with three slices of thick Canadian bacon and homemade buns.  All in all, a fine 
destination for a summer morning ride.  Dave Norton  
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Member’s News  
Randy Bates  is in the Middle East working as a civilian electrician. He had preparatory classes 9 hour a 
day in South Carolina, on to Dubai, then to FOB Shank.  Forward Operation Base (FOB) Shank is an 
American military base located near the town of Pul-i-Alam, in Loghar province, south Kabul.  Several of 
his co-workers are on their second or third tour over there.  We hope to keep in touch with him by email 
while he’s over there.  Our thoughts are with you, Randy ! 
Diana Abel landed a job with Lithia Toyota, 40 hours/week starting Oct. 3!  Yea Diana! 
Patrick Densmore  is enjoying his new Catrike recumbent tricycle.  No pain so far!   
Dave Norton  will enter the Shrike in the Big Bike Weekend Ride-In Bike Show on Saturday October 8 at 
Logan’s Roadhouse in Redding, 2-4 PM.  Must register by noon.  Call Dave if you’d like to ride along.  
This show was a ball last year!  More info at:  
http://www.bigbikeweekend.com/registration/bikeshowcomp.html  

  
Jest fer Fun 
By Dave Norton

Words of Wisdom: 
The true measure of a man is how he treats 
somebody who can do him absolutely no good. 
 
Quote of the Month:  
The first half of our lives is ruined by our 
parents, the second half by our kids. 
 
Thought for the Day: 
In America, anybody can be president.  That’s 
one of the risks you take. 
 
This month’s puzzle: 
This one’s a bit different.  Here’s a photo taken 
from the Google Maps program.  It shows the 
Bradley Realty building on Main St. in Rogue 
River.  There is a swell prize waiting for the first 
person to tell me what is perplexing about this 
image. See the answer next month!  

 
 
Joke of the Month: 
My neighbor just bought a new hearing aid. “It 
cost me four thousand dollars, but it is state of 
the art. It's perfect.” He told me. 
“Really” I replied, “what kind is it?' 
“Twelve thirty.” 

 
Go Figure:  
Below are photos of two test tracks recently 
offered for sale.  One is the Harley Davidson 
facility in the Florida Everglades, the other the 
Honda facility near California City.  
 
Can you guess which is which? [Yes, this is 
real!] 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hmmm… 
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And now, a word from our sponsors… 
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October 2011 
Mountain Valley Riders  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 
 

  1 
ABATE Grants 
Pass Toy Run 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5  6 7 
Big Bike 
Weekend in 
Redding  & 
Brittney 
Mallory Ride 

8 
Big Bike 
Weekend bike 
show & Brittney 
Mallory Ride 

9 
Big Bike 
Weekend in 
Redding  & 
Brittney 
Mallory Ride 

10 
Columbus 
Day

 
RSVP for 
No Hos! 

11 
 

12 
Meet’n’Munch 
At No Hos on 
McAndrews in 
Medford 

 

15 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
MVR 
Business 
Meeting at 
Buckner’s,  
1708 Lillian 
St, Medford 

21 22 
MVR General 
Meeting 

 
23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

         

28 
Movie Night  
6060 Rock 
Way, CP, 7 
PM 

29 
Graveyard tour 
ride, Grants 
Pass/J’ville 
 

30 31 Nov1 Nov 2  Nov 3  
 

Nov 4 Nov 5 

Nov 6 Nov 7  
 

Nov 8  Nov 9  
 

Nov 10  Nov 11 Nov 12 

 
LET’S RIDE!  


