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Editor’'s Note:

If you are receiving this Newsletter in printed form and an electronic copy would be acceptable, please
email me with your email address and let me know. Also, note that the photos are much nicer seen on a
monitor than they are in print!

Members, this newsletter is done four your enjoyment. Everyone likes seeing their name in print. Send
me a note on your doings this month! Dave Norton, Editor, ddnortonl@msn.com.

NEW this month: the newsletter will be distributed around the 10™ of the month from now on, to allow
sufficient time to include the past month’s events, prepare the newsletter and print it. Note that the
calendar will include the current month and the first two weeks of the following month.

Oregon Caves Ride

August 6
By Dave Norton
Charlie and | met at Dutch Bros. in Medford, &
KSU at 9AM and headed out to pick up Randy
and Gene.

It was over the mountains and through a
wonderfully narrow, twisty and traffic-free run
coming out at Lake Selmac where we stopped
for another breather.

We were on/in an eclectic mix of ‘cycles:
Randy’'s ‘Wing, Gene's ‘Wing-ish Valkerie,
Charlie’s Harley and my Shrike. Yesterday’'s
early overcast was gone, and the day grew
warm as we headed up into the cooler climes.
Charlie led us out through Jacksonville, Ruch,
Applegate and Williams for a stop. Then out
Cedar Flat Rd. to BLM Rd. 38-7-13 and Deer
Creek Rd.




Then it was out through Cave Junction where
the whole town was dolled up for their annual
Blackberry Festival. There were dozens of bikes
(mostly centered around the local watering
holes) out for the day, and we got sidetracked in
conversation while gassing up for the run up to
the Caves.

It's about a 20 mile run from Cave Junction up to
the Caves, with the last 8 miles or so a
wonderfully tight hillclimb  with seemingly
endless 20 mph hairpin turns through dense
conifer forest. Going up it was follow-the-leader,
usually behind slower traffic.

Randy hadn’t been through the Caves yet, so
he wangled his way into the next tour. It's
surprising what you can accomplish sometimes
simply b qﬁking nicel)ig_

— el

| took the time to make reservations at the
Chateau for Ellie and | to celebrate our 10"
wedding anniversary with a stay here on the last
day of their season.

ene,har ie and | wandered around a bit, and
mostly sat and visited in the cool shade by the
waterfall and pool near the Chateau.

When Randy got out he and | were both
pressed for time, so we left Charlie and Gene
who were planning a lunch stop in Cave
Junction. | took advantage of the open road
ahead as | left the parking lot, and was “in the
zone” for that 8 mile run down the mountain,
encountering only two slower vehicles, both of
which kindly let me by. That 12 minutes or so
was a perfect example of one of the two main
reasons | built the Shrike: the sheer joy of
driving a willing and capable vehicle at a
comfortably fast clip on a challenging road; and
the joy of sharing the Shrike with interested
spectators (mostly kids) at car and bike shows.

| did make it home with ten minutes to spare
before our dinner with friends. The last part of
the ride was not without incident, however. As |
cleared the last of the bends in E. Evans Creek
Road 1/4 mile from home, | noticed the steering
going “soft”. It took more motion on the wheel to
steer the car! | slowed down, turned into the
driveway, up the drive and into the garage OK
and shut off the motor. | then moved the
steering wheel to the right: OK, that's normal. |
moved it to the left, and only the left wheel
turned! The right hand tierod attachment to the
steering rack had failed completely, held in place
only by the protective rubber bellows!




I’'m still contemplating the likely ramifications had
that happened while | was carving my way

joyfully down the mountain.
Guardian Angel!

Thank you,

| realized as | studied the broken part (an
extension | designed screwed into the end of the
Porsche steering rack) that this wasn't a design
fault. The part must have cracked under the
huge tension load it saw when | hit a deer with
the right tire over a year ago. Metal fatigue led
to the eventual failure. The only way | could
have prevented it would have been to check the
part for cracks (Magnaflux or die-penetrant
tests) or replaced it after the accident. | had a
new part made, slightly redesigned, and am
back on the road.. The fun never stops!

Prospect Ride
August 20
By Dave Norton

Kelly & Mike Downs, Gail Schroeder and | met
at Rainey’s on this warm August morning for a
ride into the mountains, destination unknown. It
has been said that young riders pick a
destination, old riders pick a direction. Well, we
went that-a-way. Unfortunately, | didn’t grab my
camera on the way out, and the only photos
were by cell phone.

Galil led us on a nice backroads route starting at
Raney’s Corners out Rogue River Drive past
Dodge Bridge and Takelma parks through
Shady Cove to Crater Lake Highway, along Lost
Creek Lake and through Prospect, stopping at
the campground just past HellsGate Viewpoint.
Gail's friend Jim is Camp Host there and we
had a nice visit while we decided where to go
next. We discussed going on past Crater Lake
to Klamath Falls, but it was just too darn hot.

We elected to go back to Prospect where the
Prospect Jamboree and Timber Festival was in
full swing at the County Park. We stopped in
there, got lunch at the Kiwanis booth where a
fine cheeseburger and lemonade was less than
$5.

Gail said Gene would be working th festival
somewhere but we couldn’t find him. Kids had a
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heyday with train rides, water slide, dunking
booth, other games and a wading pool dug
smack in the middle of the County Park!

We watched three of the lumberjack events:
double buck, springboard chop, and pole
climbing. They are fascinating and impressive
displays of skill, strength and endurance.

On the way out of town one of the festival
officials hollered as | drove past “You should
have been in the parade today!”.

Next stop was for ice cream. | had just gotten
the Shrike back together after repairing the
suspension failure and hadn't installed the front
body panel. It improved the driver cooling on a
hot day so much that | left it off for the trip. Il
add a movable scoop to the front cover.

After some good old-fashioned shakes and
malts we headed on home.

Meet'n’Munch at Ma’s
August 10
By Charlie Buckner

The August Meet'n'Munch was held at Ma's
Chinese restaurant in Shady Cove. It is a small
restaurant but they were able to make room for
the 13 of us for dinner.

Dave and Ellie, Tim Diana and Donna, Nick,
Tina, Dennis and Sue, Don and Judy Coons,
Paula and myself. We discussed the up

coming State Gathering at Canyonville on
September 2-5™ and some of the events that will
taken place and are beirl%‘planned




There seemed to be some interest in the event
now that it is on this side of the mountains, and
the ride is only a couple of hours away.

| am looking forward to September Meet-n-
Munch to find out all the things the members
have been up to in the past month. Let's all eat

hearty, and ride often and safely.

Everyone was enjoying the food and even
though the room was small we were not
disturbing others. That is saying something for a
group of motorcyclists when they are all together
chatting about past, present and future rides. All
those attending had a good time and a good
meal, no one left hungry.

August 27 General Meeting
Minutes by Kathy Woods, Secretary

Charlie Buckner opened the meeting with the Pledge to the Flag. There were fourteen regular members
and one guest, Paula’s sister, Muriel Voorhees . September birthdays are; Randy Bates the 16" and
Dave Norton on the 27" Anniversary is; Nick and Karen Garcia on the 10", it is their first one.

Old Business:

Bea gave a report on the 50/50 event at the racetrack to raise money for the Dialysis Center. It was a
small crowd but we really worked them and ended up with $500.00 for the center, including an
anonymous donation from a Member to make it an ever $500. Everyone had fun even in the heat.

Dave, Randy, Gene and Charlie went on the trip to the Oregon Caves. Randy was the only one who
went through the caves this time. The ride was enjoyed by all of them.

Charlie gave a report on the Patriot Flag escort ride. All bikers are welcome to this event. The flag came
to us from Redding on Saturday and on Sunday the flag was taken up to Eugene. It is truly a very
humbling and awesome experience to partake in.

We really need to try and recruit new members. Everyone needs to work on this.

We need some ideas about day rides for everyone. Any ideas please share them. Summer will be
drawing to a close before you know it.

New Business:
Our guest was introduced, Paula’s sister from out of town, Muriel.

There will be no Halloween Party this year. Everyone should come in costume to the October general
meeting. Just a thought.




The Christmas Party will be at the Regency Inn. It will be a $25.00 per person buffet on December 3"
Dinner will be at 7 pm. There will be a gift exchange of a mix, either something nice or white elephant.
There is a $10.00 limit.

The Burney Falls ride on Sept. 11 has been changed to going to Galesville dam. Randy will map out the
route for us.

The state gathering has been changed to Stanton Park in Canyonville for September 2" to the 5"
The meet-n-munch is on September 14™. Diana will be letting everyone know where it is.

On September 24" there is a; Shake, Rattle and Roll Yahtzee run at Heritage Motors for Youth for Christ
and Campus Life. The fee is $35.00 a person and $15.00 for passenger.

Dave will be checking into a tour through Brammo Motorsports in Ashland. They make the Empulse and
Enertia electric motorcycles.

Everyone needs to start thinking of whom they want to nominate for director for the coming year.

Bea is asking for volunteers for a fundraiser to get money to have the servicemen names engraved on
the Veteran’s Wall in Central Point. She will be getting back with us when she gets more information.
They need at least $2000.00 for this project.

The 50/50 winner today is Diana.

Meeting is adjourned.

War Memorial Spaghetti Feed
There will be a spaghetti feed to benefit the
Oregon Fallen War Heroes Memorial in
Central Point. Since the Memorial was
completed at the end of 2008, there have been
26 more Oregonians Killed in Action to date.

It is time to acknowledge these fallen heroes by
inscribing their names on their monuments by
service. We need to raise one thousand dollars
to accomplish this. If there are additional funds
available, we will dedicate that money to
acknowledging additional fallen heroes in the
current wars in Irag and Afghanistan. We are
inviting everyone who might be interested in
participating to join us.

[For those of you who don't know, member
Marty Terrell was instrumental in making the

Memorial a reality. Ed | $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children 10 yrs.&

under. Live music entertainment. Spaghetti

Saturday, September 24th  at 1:00p.m. meal Sponsored by Rosario’s Italian Restaurant

Don Jones City Park on Hamrick/Vilas Rd. At
the Gazebo near the war memorial, behind the

- Please call 541-664-0191 to RSVP. (We need a
cemetery and LaClinica.

head count). Payment is due at the event. Bring
lawn chairs if you wish.




Director’s Corner
By Charlie Buckner

August is almost gone and the years end is quickly approaching, fall is not far behind and the riding
season will become more “if the day is dry I'll go out” and the weather will be cooling. There are only two
months left before a new Director will need to be elected to guide the Chapter for next year. All the
members of the Chapter need to be thinking of who you would like to see nominated and possibly elected
to the position. | have enjoyed the last year, even though we have had our trials and disagreements, we
have had some very good times and several rides that were very enjoyable. | hope that the Chapter is
headed in the right direction and more new members can be encouraged to join in the fun and
camaraderie that we had during the last year.

| feel that having a meeting in January and setting a yearly events calendar helps to let all the members
know what is coming in the months ahead. This does much to encourage participation and gets more
members interacting with each other. This is how we get to know our fellow members and their families.
This is an organization of the members for the members and good ideas come from talking to others
about the rides they have been on and the ones they are looking forward to taking. The most important
thing is to ride and have fun doing it with someone you like to ride with.

| encourage each member of the Chapter to step up and nominate the person you feel will make a good
Director for the coming year. Above all else ride often, have fun when you ride and most of all RIDE
SAFE.

Davie’s List
This is the spot for your Rants and Raves concerning local businesses. Got a favorite spot, or one you'll
never repeat? Here’s your chance to share it with the rest of us!

Rants:

TapRock in Grants Pass: High on atmosphere (watch the Hellgate jet boats on the Rogue from the
patio), but low on most everything else. Too busy, infrequent service, high prices, ho-hum food (the pot
pie was disappointing but the bread pudding was good).

Raves:

Costco Tires : | special ordered (and paid for) four Michelin tires for a friend’s car. After three weeks,
friend decided she didn’t need the tires after all. Costco returned the tires and refunded my money. No
restocking fee, no questions, no hassle!

McShane’s Bar and Grill at 86495 College View Road in Eugene. They have the best burgers | have
had in a long time and the service was very good. We had about 20 people drop in on them and they had
1 waitress and 1 cook, | was very impressed with the service. | highly recommend if you get the chance
to stop in you will enjoy yourself. Charlie

Red Lobster in Medford: Dave & Ellie hadn't eaten here before, and were very pleased. Nice
atmosphere, good King Crab, and a $14 four-course dinner special with soup, salad, dessert and a
choice of four entres. Service was very good and the prices reasonable.

Member's News
Dave Norton got the Shrike steering fixed (see the story of our Oregon Caves trip above) and
reassembled when it was time to leave for the Business meeting. Running late (as usual) | didn't take
time to replace the nose panel. To my delight, | found the added airflow greatly improved driver cooling in
the hot weather. I'll leave it off until | can modify the nose panel to provide a large vent or the weather
cools off.




Byron Williams in Boston MA is building his own Shrike close using Dave's plans. Byron is a high
school metal shop instructor, and the Shrike will be a class project! Dave is working with Byron to
redesign the front suspension and make other improvements, most of which will be applied to Dave’s
Shrike as well. Byron’s chassis is built. He is using a Yamaha V-Star 650 drivetrain. Dave used a
Yamaha 650 Maxim in the Shrike originally, which provided adequate performance with a top speed of 85
mph. Actually, there’'s a second Shrike clone running around in Canada, built by a friend about 8 years
ago!

Bob Ogden, who's hot rod fabrication shop we visited a few months ago, was rumored to have had
another heart attack. The fact that he has several cars for sale in front of his shop made us wonder. One
was a Prowler, and George remembered him saying his wife would never part with her Prowler. So |
stopped at his shop on the way home from the general meeting. | found him out on his golf cart puttering
around. He said he had the worst case of allergy his doctor had seen. He had great difficulty breathing.
Some strong meds got him functional again and he’s gradually getting back to work in the shop. As for
the Prowler for sale, it belongs to a friend. His wife’'s gleaming black '91 has 5,000 miles on it, has never
been out in the rain, and is definitely not for sale!

Hey Members: don’t blame me if this section reads like my own personal blog. It's only because more of
you don't drop your faithful newsletter editor a line more often letting me know what you've been up to!
Dave.

Safety Corner
By Hal Loken
QUICK TIPS: Ten Things All Car & Truck Drivers Should Know About Motorcycles:

1. There are a lot more cars and trucks than motorcycles on the road, and some drivers don't "recognize"
a motorcycle; they ignore it (usually unintentionally). Look for motorcycles, especially when checking
traffic at an intersection.

2. Because of its small size, a motorcycle may look farther away than it is. It may also be difficult to judge
a motorcycle’s speed. When checking traffic to turn at an intersection or into (or out of) a driveway, predict
a motorcycle is closer than it looks.

3. Because of its small size, a motorcycle can be easily hidden in a car’s blind spots (door/roof pillars) or
masked by objects or backgrounds outside a car (bushes, fences, bridges, etc). Take an extra moment to
thoroughly check traffic, whether you're changing lanes or turning at intersections.

4. Because of its small size a motorcycle may seem to be moving faster than it really is. Don't assume all
motorcyclists are speed demons.

5. Motorcyclists often slow by downshifting or merely rolling off the throttle, thus not activating the brake
light. Allow more following distance, say 3 or 4 seconds. At intersections, predict a motorcyclist may slow
down without visual warning.

6. Turn signals on a motorcycle usually are not self-canceling, thus some riders, (especially beginners)
sometimes forget to turn them off after a turn or lane change. Make sure a motorcycle's signal is for real.

7. Motorcyclists often adjust position within a lane to be seen more easily and to minimize the effects of
road debris, passing vehicles, and wind. Understand that motorcyclists adjust lane position for a purpose,
not to be reckless or show off or to allow you to share the lane with them.

8. Maneuverability is one of a motorcycle's better characteristics, especially at slower speeds and with
good road conditions, but don't expect a motorcyclist to always be able to dodge out of the way.

9. Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same as for cars, but slippery pavement makes
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stopping quickly difficult. Allow more following distance behind a motorcycle because it can't always stop

"on a dime."

10. When a motorcycle is in motion, don't think of it as motorcycle; think of it as a person.

Information courtesy of the MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION

Jest fer Fun
By Dave Norton

Words of Wisdom:
Human history becomes more and more a race
between education and catastrophe.

Quote of the Month:

Only two things are infinite: the universe and
human stupidity. And I'm not sure about the
universe. Anon

Thought for the Day:

Millions long for immortality who do not know
what to do with themselves on a rainy Sunday
afternoon. Anon

Last Month’s Puzzle of the Month:

What is the next figure in this logical
progression? If you haven't seen this one
before, it's worth trying to figure it out. Very few
have!

Clues:
1. Any figure can be derived from any
adjacent figure.
2. If you think you have it, you don't.
3. You'll know it when you see it.

And the answer is...88
(Cover the left half of each figure and you’ll get

it)

This month’s puzzle:
There are 4 questions. Don’t miss one.

1. How do you put a giraffe into a refrigerator?
Stop and think about it and decide on your
answer before you read further.

The correct answer is: Open the refrigerator, put
in the giraffe, and close the door. This question
tests whether you tend to do simple things in an

And now, a word from our sponsors...

overly complicated way.

2 How do you put an elephant into a
refrigerator?

Did you say, Open the refrigerator, put in the
elephant, and close the refrigerator?
Wrong Answer.

Correct Answer: Open the refrigerator, take out
the giraffe, put in the elephant and close the
door. This tests your ability to think through the
repercussions of your previous actions.

3. The Lion King is hosting an animal
conference. All the animals attend, except one.
Which animal does not attend?

Correct Answer: The Elephant. The elephant is
in the refrigerator. You just put him in there. This
tests your memory. Okay, even if you did not
answer the first three questions correctly, you
still have one more chance to show your true
abilities.

4. There is a river you must cross but it is used
by crocodiles, and you do not have a boat. How
do you manage it?

Correct Answer:? You jump into the river and
swim across. Have you not been listening? All
the crocodiles are attending the Animal Meeting.
This tests whether you learn quickly from your
mistakes.

According to Anderson Consulting Worldwide,
around 90% of the Professionals they tested got
all questions wrong, but many preschoolers got
several correct answers. Anderson Consulting
says this conclusively proves the theory that
most professionals do not have the brains of a
four-year-old. [Gee, does that apply to
professional consultants too? Ed]
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September 2011
Mountain Valley Riders

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 2 3
State State
Gathering | Gathering
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
State State
Gathering | Gathering
Labor Day
11 12 13 14 16 17
Galesville Meet'n’Munch Randy
Dam ride TBD Bates
=50 ﬁ e
18 19 20 21 23 24
ADOS Car Movie MVR General
Show at Meeting
DOM ¥
. D
Night ’
25 26 27 28 29 30 October 1
Dave
Norton
B’'day
Oct 2 Oct 3 Oct 4 Oct 5 Oct 6 Oct 7 Oct 8
Oct 9 Oct 10 Oct 11 Oct 12 Oct 13 Oct 14 Oct 15
Columbus Meet'n’'Munch
TBD

LET'S RIDE!
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