12/09 SAFETY TIP

GROUP RIDING Part 1 

“Group Leaders” 

Responsibility of Group Lenders:

1.
Assume Leadership of the group while in transit

2.

Be firm and decisive

3.

Explain routes to predetermined destinations

4.

If distance dictates, select some rest stops and stick to the plan

5.

Explain the formations to be used during transit; staggered formation should be used for nearly all the group rides.

6.

Find out the riding skill level of the group members you are leading, so that you do not attempt to lead beyond their ability.

7.

Explain the two-second rule and the necessity to keep closed up.

8.

Explain the lane numbers (lane # l is the fastest or left lane)

9.

The Group Leaders should select their own Back boors.

10.
Maintain the integrity of the group 

11.
If the Bock boor advises that one of the group is having a problem and is leaving the group, the Group Leader should bring the group to a safe place to pull off and wait for the Back Door to report.

12,
Recognize and obey all vehicle code rules and regulations. (Watch speed limits).

13.
Slow down if necessary, when the Bock Door tells you part of the group didn’t make the light, etc.

14.
Lane Changes (2 lane - 2 way traffic); If it looks like it is going to be a long drawn out process to get all of the bikes in your group around a vehicle, consider slowing down instead and keep your group intact.

15.
Lane Changes (highway with at least 2 lanes for your direction): The Group Leader will inform The Rear Bike of the need to move into another lane and the number of the lane to move into. At the first opportunity, the Rear Bike moves into the new lane, preventing any traffic from trying to pass the team in that lane. The Rear Bike informs the Group Leader when the lane is “secure” and the Group Leader will then announce over the CB to all bikes in his group “Let’s all move to the #_..... lane, NOW!" The Group Leader hesitates before saying NOW, allowing each bike a few moments to look for themselves, that it is safe to move over. Then all the bikes will signal and follow the bike in front of them into the new lane. This method is used, as not all bikes are equipped with CBs and wouldn’t otherwise know that the group is moving to a different lane. This is a better method than a simple free for all and certainly looks better.

16.
Keep in mind that the Group Leader’s job is not to be a tourist, but to maintain the group in a safe manner. If you want to just enjoy the ride, don’t volunteer to be the leader!

17.
If there is more than one (1) group, use group # when using the CB

18. You and/or your co-rider should point at any hazards you may see on the road for the bikes behind you, even if you have already said something about it on the CB
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