Motorcycle Accident Scene
Management
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As motorcycle riders we are all aware of the inherent dangers and risks that we take when we
mount our bikes and head out to enjoy a good ride. These dangers and risks become all too
apparent when we are faced with situations when a fellow rider is involved in an accident.
The first hour of trauma is termed the "Golden Hour" by the Emergency Medical Services
(EMS). Trauma victims have the best survival chance if they are in surgery within one hour after
the accident. Qualified medical personnel are really the people who should be handling
everything, but until they arrive there are things that we, untrained motorcyclists, can do to help
the medical professionals before they arrive.
At an accident site, peoples’ adrenaline will be going full-blast and the most important thing is
for at least one person to keep calm and to think. The first thing you need to do when arriving on
an accident scene is to stop and take two deep breaths to help you remain calm. This is especially
important if you fit the "bad biker' image; the sight of you being overly excited would not be
terribly reassuring to anyone. All the other people who are pumped and want to help will do
whatever they are told to do by a calm person who seems to be in control and knows what he or
she is doing. If you're excited and out of control, everyone will run around wasting precious time
in an unorganized fashion.
1. Get to victim, establish communication, reassure

After a person has gone down, they will be in a confused and scared state. They probably

don't know what happened when they went down. They may be confused, frantic, etc.,

and often the only thing on their mind will be their bike. It is important to reassure them

and to make sure they will not try to move or get to their bike. Say something on the

order of, "You've been in a motorcycle accident. It is important that you do not try to

move. An ambulance is coming. My name is "

Be careful what you say around the victim, even if they are unconscious. Hearing works

in the unconscious state and if you say something like, "Boy, is this dude messed up bad!

Maybe we shouldn't call an ambulance after all!", it's going to register at some level with

the person and can do nothing but harm. How you say things will be important as what

you say; keep (or at least sound) calm and it will reduce the panic of everyone else

present.

2. Safety factors
An accident scene can be a hectic place with a lot of things going on at once. It is
important to keep safety in mind; if you are helping someone lying in the middle of the
road and a semi comes barreling down on both of you, you aren't going to do that person
much good.
a. Traffic. If people are available, get someone up road and down road to wave
down traffic. This is especially important in tight twisties where they may not
have time to stop after seeing the accident site.

b. Hazardous material spills (gas, oil, brake fluid). People and vehicles will slip on
this stuff. If ambulance personnel slip on oil while carrying the victim, it is bad.
Either clean it off the road or mdlcate to everyone where it is. '
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