02-10 SAFETY TIP

We are about to start riding again and here is a basic checklist to use after the bike has been stored over a month or two:

[  ] 1. Change Oil and Filter.

[  ] 2. Check Cooling System is full.

[  ] 3. Check Air filter for cleanliness.

[  ] 4. Check Battery electrolyte level and Charge Battery as required.

[  ] 5. Check Final Drive Oil - add as required.

[  ] 6. Check Front and Rear Brake fluid levels and proper operation.

[  ] 7. Check Tires for proper air pressure and for wear.

[  ] 8. Check Throttle for smooth opening and closing.

[  ] 9. Check all lights and Horn for proper operation.

[  ] 10. Sit astride MC, with transmission in Neutral, start engine and check Engine Stop Switch for proper function.

[  ] 11. Sit astride MC SIDE STAND UP, Start engine PUT IN Gear and keep clutch lever pulled.

Put kickstand completely down - Engine should STOP!

[  ] 12.Use contact clearer on switches (CB, Radio, Brakes, Clutch, etc.)

Any anomalies observed make sure they are properly fixed prior to riding.

It is always good to find a fairly large flat clean area and make several tight turns (within your comfort zone) to the left and right to get the feel of riding again.  As you become reacquainted to your MC then tighten the turns up using counter balancing.  Also ride in a straight line and do a hard stop (Panic Sop in a Straight upright position).

Bud Saber - Chapter Safety Director

