03-10 SAFETY TIP

Here we are the middle of February 2010 and riding has started or will start soon.  Most of us will be rusty and may not be to full capability and proficiency on the Motorcycles yet, but be assured the cars and trucks have been practicing without us on the roads. A big share of them had just started seeing us or at least being aware we were there back in November 2009.  But, I can tell you for sure they have definitely forgotten to watch for us on the roads right now.   We must make the concerted effort to make sure they do see us and yet continue be assured they probably do not know we are there.  We must remember to ride DEFENSIVELY!  That is if we plan on being able to put the bikes up again this next November.

As you all know I just went through a Quadruple By-Pass and previous to this happening I had no warning signs, all of a sudden something was squeezing the breath out of me. I would hope if the members of my extended family (GWTA) saw something out of the ordinary in my physical or demeanor that you would say something to me.   Who knows our family members better than us?  So lets each of us look out for each other.  If someone in the group isn’t looking really chipper (healthy) we might want to be nosy and just ask how they are feeling.  We may even go as far as keeping an eye on their riding to help keep them safe as well as the rest of the group.

Something I would like each Rider and Passenger to do when showing up at the departure point for a ride look over the other bikes for safety issues.  Excessively worn tires, oil leaks, lights not working, etc.  These types of issues may cause another bike in the group to have an accident.  The Bike with the problem may not even realize it exists.  If you feel uncomfortable saying something to other rider then please let either (Bud Saber – Chapter Safety Director or Ken Krois – Chapter Director) know of your observation and we will take the necessary actions.  Oh! By the way if another member says something to you about something to do with safety, PLEASE – PLEASE, take the comment as a worry from your family member and not something personal.  We want all our family members to be safe on those roads out there.   

Bud Saber – Chapter Safety Director

