March/April 2010 and riding has started full swing.  The weather has been fairly nice here in Oregon so some of the healthier folks have been able to get out and ride.  Some of us for health reasons have gotten a later start but we’ve all started.  I have noticed there is a lot of loose pavement and gravel on the various roads.  And there have been several areas in the mountains that the sides of the hills have slid down on the roads and of course it’s never where you can see it from a distance (usually on the backside of a curve).  Be careful and ride safely.  Remember on the twisty windy roads ride in single file and give at least 3 if not 4 seconds between bikes.  Also, remember to always ride within your personal comfort zone and riding skill level.  

I have heard conversations to the effect that since I’m riding a Trike, I have more time to observe the countryside and don’t have to pay as much attention to the road as I did on two wheels.  I’m really sorry to say that is definitely a misnomer.  It doesn’t matter whether you ride a Trike or two wheels you still have to pay just as much attention to the road and the surrounding environment.  If you are paying attention more to the scenery then the other riders in the group you are putting them in danger as well as yourself, since things happen extremely fast and we as bike riders don’t have an enclosure around us.  If something happens to the bike ahead of you, you only have two seconds to respond.   And, if you are as old as I am or older the reaction time has gotten slower over the years.  So if the SCENERY is that nice let’s make a safe stop along the route and let everyone enjoy it and remain safe.  

In the short time I’ve been with the Chapter there has been one thing that has stood out above everything else, in my observation of the Rogue Valley Wings, Chapter A of Oregon, that is every one of the members goes out of their way to make everyone, whether it be a long time member or someone new, feel extremely welcome and make it so you just can’t help but have FUN.   

Bud Saber

