May Safety Tip

April/May riding season of 2010 and the weather has been GREAT here in Oregon.  We are off to a safe riding season so far because our members are being careful and keeping their heads on a swivel.   The numerous riders in Chapter A are watching and anticipating what the various vehicles, (Cars & Trucks), are going to do and having a safe way out of trouble.


The group has ridden together a few times and we are getting better each time.  There is always room for improvement especially when it comes to spacing.  Remember if you leave too much room between you and the bike in front of you a car will pull in between you.  You want to control these areas and if a car needs to move over for an off ramp then you can back off and let them in.  Being courteous will go a long way with being safe and will make that vehicle driver think nice thoughts about us instead of showing you that you are NUMBER 1.   The cars looking to change lanes sometimes turn on a turn signal and the bikes in the back of the group should tell the bikes ahead about the turn signal or the observation of the driver turning his head looking to come over.


Most accidents happen within 5 miles of home or in parking lots.  Be especially careful in the parking lots.  As you all know most vehicles backing out of a spot do so blindly.  It is not really their fault; most shopping centers make the parking spots extremely tight so they can get as many cars parked as possible.  Also the difference in vehicle sizes most can’t see any oncoming traffic until they are past the rear end of the vehicle next to them.  It is a good practice to go Slow and keep your foot on the rear brake and your hand at the ready to grab a handful of front brake.


Let’s all continue to ride safe and have fun.

Bud Saber

